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A New Kennedy Scenario? 


! SEN. EDWARD M. KENNEDY has now 
i lifted the last block in his undercover run 
■ for the Democratic presidential nomina- 
: tion. He has privately achieved the consent 
! of Mrs. Rose Kennedy, 81, his mother. 

| Only Mrs. Kennedy had been previously 
! opposed, although Sen. Kennedy’s disavow- 
al ot' his candidacy is patently false. 

THIS PRIVATE LIFTING of the last 
block coincided with the sudden upsurge of 
Sen. George McGovern. It could tear Mr. 
Kennedy’s scenario to pieces. 

Within the Kennedy family Mrs. Kenne- 
dy was not involved in that part of it, but 
political brain - trust brother - in - law Ste- 
phen Smith sounded the decisive alafm. He 
did so immediately after Sen. McGovern's 
strong showdng in the April 25 Massachu- 
setts primary, smack in the heart of Kenne- 
dyland. 

Senator Kennedy's scenario is basically 
a rerun of his 1968 behind - the - scenes - 
push for the Presidency. As in 1968. the 
scenario calls for the carefully contrived 
tactic of falsely protesting that he is not a 
White House candidate. 

Brother Robert F. Kennedy used the 
identical tactic throughout the period from 
President John F. Kennedy’s assassination 
until openly declaring for the Presidency. 
Edward Kennedy, likewise, used no- 
chance Kennedyite Senator McGovern in 
1968 while publicly disavowing all interest 
in the Presidency. And, as again today, his 


scenario was based on a convention 
“draft.” 

At the 1968 Democratic National Conven- 
tion in Chicago the Kennedy ‘‘draft move- 
ment” was carefully fed out by Stephen 
Smith. It was timed against Sen. Hubert H. 
Humphrey’s weakest moment in Chicago 
balloting. Then Sen. Kennedy denied the 
whole thing when the Kennedy scenario 
failed. 

Well. Sen. Kennedy did not decide to is- 
sue this statement until late on the night 
before the balloting began and, actually, 
only w hen Stephen Smith and other conven- 
tion agents determined that Sen. Kennedy’s 
hoped-for help from Sen. Eugene J. 
McCarthy and Chicago Mayor Richard J. 
Daley would not come to him. 

THE FINAL DEFEAT of Sen. Kenne- 
dy's “I'm not a candidate” strategy came 
when the big labor - controlled delegations 
from Michigan, Pennsylvania and Ohio re- 
fused to go along wdth him and notified him 
that they were sticking with Sen. Hum- 
phrey. ' the candidate of AFL - CIO Presi- 
dent George Meany, as Humphrey is again 
Meany’s candidate today. 

But Meany is not a man to be caught on 
the end of a political limb if he can help it. 
And the AFL -CIO’s political arm, the 
Committee on Political Education whicji 
spent $25 million to elect Mr. Humphrey, is 
now worried and Meany is showing his jit- 
teriness (as is Senator Kennedy) to his inti- 
mates. 



